2020 Minneapolis Area DFL Senior Caucus
Questionnaire

Candidate Name: ______________________________  Manager: ______________________________
Email: ________________________________________ Email: _________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________
	Return completed questionnaire to:	Screening@MplsDFLseniors.org


1. Ageing in place is the best and most cost-effective way to care for seniors.  Will you support bills/ state initiatives that increase the ability for seniors to age in their own homes?        Please give examples.

Yes___________          No____________

Examples____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Many states have dropped charging income tax on social security benefits.  Will you support this for Seniors?  What ideas do you have for filling the revenue hole this creates?

Yes__________            No______________

Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Many of our seniors live on retirement plans.  How will you work to keep state pension plans, defined benefit plans and Social Security whole, without reductions?

Yes__________         No__________

Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Will you support a state initiative/ bill that would freeze property taxes at retirement to not increase as long as that Senior lives full time in that property?  Or limit property tax increases to the same percentage as Social Security benefit increases?
Yes_____________       No_____________
5. Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. How would you ensure that state revenue will fully fund the needs of Minnesotans for Education, Health Care, Social Services, Infrastructure, and Public Safety?
7. Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would you do to provide quality, affordable, health care for all?  Will you support importation of drugs from Canada?  Will there be limitations and what are they?
Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ageism is becoming an issue within the DFL party.  What have you done to build bridges with Seniors?   What have you done for seniors, either through direct work or espousing senior causes or otherwise, and was it volunteer or paid?  Specify in detail. This can be such as volunteer in nursing home, setting up a chore service, researching senior issues for an entity helping seniors, organizing or lobbying for seniors, etc. Name the organizations you worked with on seniors.  Have you worked for or against a senior candidate?
Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Protecting seniors from elder abuse is a priority. How would you improve, strengthen, expand laws and enforcements in nursing homes, assisted living and all senior housing?  Also, how can the State of Minnesota enact laws/regulations to help prevent seniors from being victims of fraud, scam, or ID theft?
Explain
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Many studies show seniors and the disabled are the most discriminated against in employment. While the federal government has strong protections for every other "protected class", they treat seniors different from every other class, and make it almost impossible to enforce discrimination against seniors. Will you support laws to make Minnesota take extra steps for enforcing discrimination against seniors in employment and devote extra funds to it to make up for federal inaction?
11. Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. There are many attempts to weaken unions and union member rights which affect the many seniors who are still working.  Will you oppose them?  Will you oppose any effort to make Minnesota a so-called Right to Work state, etc.
Explain_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
